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$ intelligibly in this, our late unhappy. 

+ og Controverſy, it ſeems highly neceſ- 
| ſary to premiſe to-the Reader what 
TPEES is meant by the Diſtinction of a Real, 
or Eſſential, and an Accidental Schiſm ; the true 


Underſtanding of which, may happily conduce 
to ſatisfy the Minds of our, now almoſt diſtra- 


ced, Church-Men, and put an End to that 
fatal Diviſion, which ſeemingly takes its whole 
Riſe from only Opinion and Paſſion. 


B Y a Real, and Eſſential Schiſm, then is to be 
underſtood ſuch a Breach of the Unity of the 
Church, as makes a Difference either in the 


Matter or Object of the Worſhip between the 
contending Parties, as was that of Nadab and 
1 Abi bu, 


N Order to our Proceed ing the more 


- 2 — — - I ——— — 
— — .. 0. ITT; . 


— 


hisConfederates,in uſurping of the Prieſthood ; or 
the Semaritans,, in worſhipping both God and 
an. Idol. In all theſe Inſtances there was not 


nya Diviſion between them and the True 
Church, but an eſſential Difference, either in 


the Matter, or Object of Worſhip. In that of 


Nadab and Abihu, the Matter of the Thing of- 


fer'd was different; in that of Corab, the Com- 
miſſion of the Prieſt; and in that of the Samari- 
tam, the Object was an Idol, as well as the true 
God; ſo that in each of theſe, there was in the 


ſtricteſt Senſe, a. Setting up Altar. againſt, Altar; 


the Frange Fire againſt the regular Materials for 
Sacrifice; Uſurpation againſt a regular Prieſtbocd, 


and the Vor ſhip of an Idol againſt the ſingle Vor- 


ſhip of the true God: Wherever therefore any Dif- 
terence of this Nature happens, there is a real 


and eſſential Schiſm commenc'd by one of the 


Parties contending. 


BY an accidental Schiſm, I underſtand ſuch 
a Diviſion in the Church, as is made not on any 
real or eſſential Difference, either in the Matter 


or Olject of the contending Worſhips, but ſuch 


a one as ariſes purely from Opinion, or Weak- 


neſs and Prejudice; where the whole Difference 


lies in Affection, Partiality, or Paſſion, and 


ſuch as s the Schiſm complain'd of by St. 


Paul among the Corinthians, when one ſaid, Ia 


for Paul, and another, 1 am for Apollos, &c. 
when there was no other Difference between 


the holy Men here mention d, than that which 


the 


— 


— 4 | - 
1-5 when they offer d ſtrange Fire, Corab and 


not e or eſſential Difference of Things; 


* 


the Affe ctions, and Paſſions of their ſeveral 


Admirers had torm'd. 


THO! each of theſe Sorts of Schiſm are 
very fatal to the Peace of the Church, and what 
we ought with the utmoſt Care and Diligence 
to avoid; yet as the former is almoſt always 
founded in Wickedneſs, and Perverſeneſs. and 
the latter generally in Ignorance, and Miſtake; 
it ſeems at this Time, not only highly neceſſary 
to diſtinguiſh between them; but may I hope 
be of uſe to unite at leaſt the Members of the 
ſame Common Faith, and Communion, | 


OUR Enquiry therefore in the preſent 


[Controverſy naturally leads us to confider, 


which of theſe two Sorts of Schiſm, the Divi- 
ſion bexween the Nonjurors, and our Publick 
National Aſſemblies may be dęnominated; by 
which we ſhall be better able to judge whether 
it be properly a Setting up Altar againſt Altar, as 
is too warmly and inconſiderately charged on 
both Sides, or an unhappy Miſunderſtanding 
mutually entertain'd without any ſolid and real 
Diſtin&tion, in the Reaſon and Nature of 
Things. | 


IT will eaſily be remember then, that in 
the Inſtance of Nadab and Abibu, that th3 Mat- 
ter of their Worſhip is diſtinguiſh'd by the Term 
of frange Fire: Something they made uſe of 
contrary, at leaſt novel, to what was of divine 
Inſtitution. They affected ir ſeems to diftin- 
gwſh themſelves by ſome new Inventions of 
their own, and were not content to addreſs their 

Maker 


ks 
Maker in the common and ſtated Methods ofÞ&i11 
divine Worſhip. Whatever the Particulars of as e 
their Trauſgreſſion was, it's certain, that by it, co 
they not only plung'd themſelves into the hor- 
rid Guilt of Schiſm, but brought down an im- 
mediate and divine Vengeance on their Heads, 
to their utter Deſtruction. Such a Diſtinction 
as this between the Altar of our Publick Aſſem- : 
blies, and that of the Private, will not, I think, I 
be pretended by any, the Materials of what is 
offer'd, I am ſure are the ſame as was before 
any Diviſion was made. What Alterations may 
have been made in the Private Aſſemblies, my 
Vnacquaintedneſs with them makes me unable 
to determine; but as to the Publick, I can be 
very confident, they ſtand the ſame in each o 
Particular they ever did ; and I muſt own, I ne- 
ver heard the leaſt Surmiſe of Alteration in the 
other. The Difference therefore of theWorſhips, þ 
it may be, preſum'd cannot be reſolv'd into any 
thing as to the Matter, both of them exactly 
agreeing as to that in every Particular. As they 
have one Faith, ſo they have one Bread, and 
one Baptiſm, and are, as I know of, in nothing 
diſtinguiſh'd from each other, that concerns 
their Comman Faith, and Communion. Both 
of us, I think, are ready to ſubſcribe to, not 
only the ſame Faith, but the ſame Diſcipline. 
Both of us are ready to accept the ſame Terms {: 
of Communion, for none that ever I heard ofÞai 
have been either added, or taken away. To 
| Kneel at the Communion (at leaſt for Laymen 
to whole Caſe in this Diſpute I entirely deter- 
mine my ſelf) is all the Terms requir'd of any, 
and this no Church of England Man ſurely will 
| diſpute. 


7 N 

difpute. In ſhort, as far as T can conceive, the 

Terms of Comnunion in the Church of England 
; of Fill ſtand the ſame, both Publick and Private, 
s off as ever they did. No freſh Confeſſion, no Re- 


it, cognition, or any thing like it, are added (as 


nor- Terms of Lay-Communion) to the Church of 


im- England (I am very ſure in the Publick Aſſem- 


ads, 
tion 
lem- 
1nk, 
lat 15 


blies) but what was required fourty Years ago. 


ind Worſhip of the Church of England (at leaſt 


may 
„my 
nable 
n be 
each 
I ne- 


an; if it remains the ſame in the Private 
Aſlemblies, there can be no Difference of Al- 


Vorſhip, as was between Nadab and Abibu, and 


ſhips, Pf the firſt Inſtance between us. 


o any 


cactly T HO” what has here paſs in the General, 
s abundantly ſufficient to obviate all that can 


s they 
| and 
thing 
acerns 
Both 
), not 
ipline. 


de poſſibly ſaid, as to any Difference in the 
atter of the Contending Worſhips 2 Vet, — 


7. Tofhoſe Differences betwe 


i 


ay men Fn Publick Worſhip, - | 


deter- = 
f any, 
ly will 


liſpute. 


The Matter then of the Doctrine, Diſcipline 


n the Publick Aſſemblies) being exactly the 
ſame, even to the minuteſt Particulars, and 
efore nothing either added, or taken away, which 
neceſſarily affects the Communion of a Lay- 


ars between us, with regard to the Matter of 


he National Church of the Fews, conſequently 
n theÞAltar is not ſet up againſt Altar, in the Senlg. 


auſ= the Perplexity, and Unwarineſs of ſome - 
Peoples Minds, may not ſo eaſily render them 
uiceptible of the ſeveral Links of what to them 
nay be deem'd a long Chain of Conſequences ; - 
Terms ſeems highly neceſſary to their yet fuller 
ard of Patisfaction to be ſomething more particular, in 
en Us which relate co 


NEED. 


\ 


— — 


.NEEDLESSiitto mention what thoſe 
Differences are ; that none are ſo Ignorant not 
readily to know. Nor is it at all Neceſſary to 


enter into the particular Merit of the Cauſe ; 


becauſe a Man may be of either Side the Que- 
ſtion, and yet ſtill. hold Communion with the 
Publick Aſſemblies. For as no Recognition of 
any thing of this kind is made a Neceſſary 


Term of Communion ; the Determination of 


the Thoughts of the Communicant are entirely 
left free in that particular, and not only the 
Internal, but explicit Terms of his Communion 
ſtand ſtill the ſame as ever they did before the 
unhappy Diviſion was made. | 


IAM very ſenſible in this Caſe, not only 
the Abſtracting of the Thoughts, but the ex- 
plicit Appearance of the Communicant are 
diſputed as Criminal ; the one being charg'd as 


a Mental, and ſo uttwarrantable Reſerve ; and 


the other, as giving Cauſe, or Matter of 
Scandal. e 8 5 


TH O' I muſt own a Mental Reſerve, is 


what muſt ſound very ill in a Proteſtant Ear ; 
yet I can't but with ſome Satisfaction obſerve 
thoſe I am at preſent engag'd with are ſuch as 
meaſure their Zeal againſt Popery, rather by 
the Strength of their Reaſoning, than by che 
wild and extrivagant Methods of Railing, and 
Bawling againſt it. =" Theſe therefore I am wal- 
ling to hope will not be hurry'd with Words 
only, without any Reaſon, or determinate Senſe 
affix'd to them, but carefully diſtinguiſh and af 
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tend to every thing chat may be offer d for 


their Satisfaction. 


THE Reaſons our Divines have given a- 
gainſt all Mental Reſerves in our Converſation 
with Men, are, That they are in their Nature an 
Art of Deceiving, and renders all Social Com- 
merce uncertain, and precarious: Butnow nothing 
of this Nature can happen when our Intercourſe 


is with God; He, we all know, /earches the very 
Heart, and Reins, So that in all our Applications 


to him, the ſecret Springs and Motions of our 
Minds are as full, and expreſſive, as all the Arts 
of Language can poſſibly make them. We may 
deceive Man by Mental Reſerves, but he mult 
have a ſtrange Notion of an Omniſcient God 
who thinks to ſerve him ſo: No danger there- 
fore of Criminal Intercourſe with God, by any 


Abſtracting our Thoughts can poſſibly be ſup- 
pos'd, becauſe indeed the Language of che Mind 
is what he entirely looks at; and if that be ac- 


ceptable to him, nothing but lome explicit Ac 
to the contrary can render any thing of this 
Nature ſinful; And this is the next thing we 


have to conſider, as inch an Abſtracting of our 


Thoughts may be deemed a giving Cauſe or 
Matter of Scandal. © ö 


AND here it may be neceſſary to obſerve 
in the General, that no Doubt or Weakneſs of 


my Brother can oblige my Practice, but in ſuch 


things as are undetermin d, and what are entire- 


ly indifferent upon all Accounts in their own 


Nature: In all ſuch Caſes (I mean where the 
Thing is indifferent) I ſay with the Apoſtle, 


7 


= - —— — — — — 


. 
If by eating Fleſh I make my Brother offend, then will 
1 eat no Fleſh while the World ſtands. But when the 
Caſe is ſuch, that his Doubt , or Weakneſs, 
claſhes with what is my Duty, (as it is here in caſe 
TI can do it without Sin ;) certainly his Doubt, 
or Weakneſs, cannot make that a Sin in me, 
which otherwiſe were Juſt and Lawful; nor all 
his Doubts and Scruples take from my true, and 
real Liberty of Conſcience: Conſcience, I ſay, 
(with an Apoſtle ) for by my Liberty judg d by 
another Man's Conference 2 


THE RE is nothing — requir'd (I 
believe will be admitted,) that is ſo much as 
diſputed, as a Term of my Communion ; To 
which I muſt give either an internal, or explicit 
Conſent: And when neither my Heart nor 
Tongue concur in any thing which I imagin to 
be unlawful, it is impoſſible to conceive how 
ſuch a Worſhip can be either diſpleaſing to oY, 
or giye any juſt Offence to Man, 


UPON the Whole then it appears, (I hope 
to the Satisfaction of others as well as my ſelf) 
that the Matter of the Divine Worſhip is or may 
be the ſame as ever it was; and therefore there 
can be no Difference, ſo far as concerns Lay- 
Communion of that Nature, as was that of Na- 
dab and Abibu, which was the firft Sort of Real 
or Eſſential Schiſm we were to June into. 


The next Inſtance of a Material, or Eſſential 

Scbiſm, was that of Corab, and his A ociates; where 

it was obſerv'd, that tho? the Matter of the Wor- 

ſhip were the ſame, Jet the Commiſſion 7 the 
| rie 
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prieſt was Uſurpation. In this Caſe, not only 
the Miſſion of the Miniſter is Eſſentially Diffe- 
rent; but the very Adminiſtration it ſelf there- 


by becomes on that account the ſame in a Reli- 
gious Senſe. For whatever the Materials of 
Worſhip are, they derive their Energy and Force 
from the Commiſſion of the Prieſt chat offers 
them; and he wanting a due Commiſſion to 


offer them, makes an Eſſential Difference even 
in the Offering itſelf. This, I think, will be- 


entirely Admitted on both Sides; and therefore 
our next Enquiry muſt be, Whether there is any 


ſuch Eſſential Difference in the Commiſſion of 
| the Prieſts that offer in the Publick Aſſemblies, 


there being ( as far as yet appears with regard 
to the Laity ) the ſame Common, and Allew'd 
Materials of Worſhip. 


I SHALL not here enter into'the Controver- 


ly, of the Validity, or Invalidity, of Lay-Depri- 
vations ; becauſe, tho? it were entirely admitted 


that the Order of a Biſhop ſtill remains the 


ſame, ſubſequent to ſuch Deprivation : Yet it 
can no ways from thence follow, that atiother 
Perſon, inveſted with the ſame Species of Or- 
ders, were not equally Valid in his Office of 4 
Biſhop. My Admitting the Validity of the Or- 
ders of his Grace of Canterbury, can by no Rules 
of Conſtruction be taken to deny thoſe of his 


Grace of York, This were making only one 


Perſon capable of the ſame Species of Orders, 


which ſurely will not be contended for. I 4m 


ready to own we are told in a Paper that has 
been privately handed to nie from an unknown 
Hand, © That a = i ho ſkauld enter the 

| 2 


4 vas. 
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ce See of any Biſhop ſo Depriv'd, Claiming the 


ce Spiritual Obedience of ſuch Prior Biſhop's 
ce People, would be guilty of Schiſm, by divi- 
* ding the People, and ſetting up Altar againſt 
«© Altar.” But this is what I can by no means 
admit, while their Orders are both admitted to 
to be of the ſame Species. Where their Orders 
Different, then I own the Altars they ſhould 


thus ſet up againſt each other were not the ſame; 


But while the Matter of the Offering, and the 
Commiſſion of the Prieſt, are admitted to be 


Eſſentially the ſame, I can't poſſibly conceive. 
any Schiſm commenc'd on that account, to bs 


any other than barely Local, and Accidental 


and there ſeems to be no other Eſſential Diffe- 
rence between the Contending Altars, than that 
of two Altars in two Dioceſſes. I am very 


ſenſible it is poſſible for People to break Unity 


in the Church (and this unhappy Diſpute 
proves it true in Experience,) as well quarrel 
in other Things about Nothing: Miſtakes and 


Prejudices have often ſet the Deareſt Friends at 
Variance ; but this can never alter the Nature 


and Reaſon of Things, and make People really 


and Eſſentially to differ from each other, that 
have really no other Difference between them, 
but barely that of Miſtake, and not rightly un- 
derſtanding each other. Tis, I believe, allow'd. 
on all Hands, from the Church, and not the 
State, our Biſhops derive their Orders: And 
therefore, as Lay-Deprivation on one Side can- 
not Diſſolve them, _—_ ; 
on the other render them invalid. And there 
fore, as I would not make the State the Dernier 
Keſort of their Orders in one Cale, neither 
| would 


r can Lay-Nomination 


( 13 
would I in another: and fo as on this Principle 
I muſt allow Biſhop Sæncroft s Orders to have 


been ſtill Valid, notwithſtanding his Lay-De- 


privation; ſo I muſt equally allow Biſhop 77. 
life's Orders to have been Valid, notwithſtand- 
ſtanding his Lay-Nomination. | 


THE main Enquiry therefore is, whether 
any Thing has been done of that Nature by the 
Biſhops of our preſent Publick Aſſemblies (un- 
der whoſe Communion, as a Lay-Member, I 
freely own my ſelf to be) that as really diſſol- 
ved that Miſſion (which I believe otherwiſe 
muſt be allow'd Cannonically, and regularly to 
have been conferr'd on them according to the 


Doctrine of the Church of England, by all Men 


of Senſe, and impartial Reaſoning ) and this 
I think will be entirely entering into the Merrit 
of the Cauſe, ſo far as it relates to our preſent 


Junhappy Diviſion in the Church. 


AND here, tho' I have freely own'dmy ſelf 


Ia Member of the Publick Aſſemblies; yet I- 


will fairly lay down what I have heard offer'd 


of this kind, as far as is conſiſtent with Good 


Manners, and a Private Station. 


BESIDES many. poſitive Aﬀertions, I 
have heard Two Reaſons given for the Invali- 
dity of the Prieſthood of the preſent Publick 
Allemblies. | 


if, SEVERAL immoral Compliances to 

the State, even in the Exerciſe of their 
| Office, | 
5 | 24% 


__ © own Name, but in Chriſt's, and do Miniſte. 


(14). 


3 t 
24h, AS they ſtand Excommunicated by n 
one of the Cannons of the Church. 


0 


TH E firſt of theſe is entirely Perſonal, and|Þ*" 
therefore were it never ſo much admitted, can! 
only amount to a Cenſure of the Men, but can- 
not in the leaſt affect the Validity of the Prieſt. 
hood. That Dominion is founded in.Grace, iq 
what certainly, on Recollection, will never bei 
inſiſted on, either in the Church, or State; but 
ſhould any thing of that kind be offer'd, our 
Church has ſo very peremptorily decided againff 
it, and given ſuch a ſubſtantial Reaſon for hey 
ſo doing, that nothing but the moſt flagran 


Oppoſition, both to her Authority and Demon. 
ſtration, can tempt one to offer any thing ol * 


that Nature. 


ALT H O' (fays the XXVIth Article off 

© our Church) in the viſible Church, the Evil 
be ever mingled with the Good, and ſometime 
© the Evil have chief Authority in the Mint 
© {tration of the Word and Sacraments :; Yet, 
* foraſmuch as they do not the ſame in their 


by his Commiſſion and Authority, we ma 
© ule their Miniſtry, both in hearing the Word 
© of God, and in receiving of the Sacrament: 
Neither is the Effect of- Chriſt's Ordinanci 
* taken away by their Wickedneſs, nor thi 
© Grace of Gods Gifts diminiſhed from ſuch 
* as by Faith, and rightly do receive the Sacra 
ments Miniſter'd unto them, which be effec 

1 


| r 
tual, becauſe of Chriſt's Inſtitution, and Pro- 
d byl miſe, altho' they be Miniſter'd by evil Men”, 


S AD indeed, were our Cale, were the pure 
and Streams of Life, and Salvation, to receive any 
can. incture, from the Chanals of human Infirmi- 
e can. y, through which they are convey'd to us. 
3rieft ould the Failings and Lapſes of Men, either 
ce, iPut, or in the Exerciſes of their Miniſtry turn 
yer beben their perſonal Qualifications, and not on 
„ bur divine Miſſion, and Authority they are in- 

: reſted with, our very divine Inſtitutions were 


OUur | . * . 2 
gain Hubject to Polution. This were worſe than with 
or helme of the Romiſh Caſuiſts, to determine their 
agran Validity to the Intention of the Prieſt; No, 


o, tis not from their perſonal, but commiſſio- 
ned Character, we owe all the Benefits receiv'd; 

and whateyer they are in the one, if they are 
duely inveſted with Authority in the other, it 
muſt be our own Fault if the Ordinances of 
Religion have not their proper Effect Whatever 
Failures therefore they make, does not at all 
affect us; and all that is neceſſary for us to en- 
Juire, is whether they ever had a legal Call to 
their Miſſion; and when we are fatisfy'd in 
that Particular, their perſonal Sins, or Infir- 
mities, cannot in the leaſt reach their Admini- 


emon 
ing ol 


1cle of 
e Evil 
netime 
| Min. 
: e 
1 thei 
[iniſte] 


e ma : n the leaſt reach | 
„ Word trations, nor hinder their genuine Force, and 
ment EfHcacy. This is the Doctrine of the Church 


of England; this is an Article of her Faith; and 
therefore, were the whole Head ſick, and the 
Whole Heart faint, with regard to the moral 
Character of the Clergy ( which God forbid: ) 
if the Commiſſion remain entire, and untouch'd, 
no Doubt ought in the leaſt to be entertain'd of 
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( 16 ) 

the Validity of their Function. They, indeed, 
will ſeverely account for their perfonal Miſde- , 
meanours; but God is too infinitely gracious | , 
to us, to let any Thing of that Nature fruſtrate W , 
his own Inſtitutions. It muſt be therefore only  , 
Warmth and Inconſideration, that could make 
any Church-Man ſuggeſt a Reaſon of this Na- 


ture; and if Nothing elſe can be urg'd, for the 


Validity of our Clergy's Office, the whole Ale- -.. 
gation is trifling and vain, by 
IT H E ſecond Reaſon given for the Invali- | 
dity of their Office, and ſo of their Adminiſtra- the 
tions, it muſt be own'd, ſtrikes home at the very oſſe 
Eſſence of their Order. Excommunication not | 
only voids their Prieſthood, but their very fy, 
Chriftianity ; and therefore ic highly concerns ple 
us fully to weigh, and examine the Nature and tio 
Strength of the Reaſons offer'd; and if they 
appear ſufficient, and really make good the 
Charge, it ſeems of the laſt Conſequence to 
us, to fly a Clergy, that they have not ſo much 
as either a divine Miſſion, or even viſible Chri- 
ſſtianicy among them. 


THE Reaſon given for this Charge is taken 
from a Miſtake in the Senſe of the IId Canon 
of our Church; for ſuch, I can't but think the 
very Perſons that have urg'd this Canon in the 
Point, muſt find it, when they have calmly, 


and cooly conſider' d the Sentence paſs'd therein. 


T H E Words of the Canon ( to the beſt of 
my Memory, for I have not the Canon now 
by me) are theſe, wiz. © Whoſoever _ 
8 : | Jaller 


7 


3 _ 

, _ ©- aſſert that the King's Majeſty of this Realm is 

© not ſupreme in all Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, as 
© well as Civil; and that he hath not the ſame 

Authority, as had the Good and Godly Kings 

© among the Jews, let him be ipſo facto excom- 


c 3 2 
8 Ty. | 


% a © 


giſtrate, and the other, that of the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal; conſequently are as different in their Na- 
ture, as well as Name, as Treaſon in the State? 
and Hereſy in the Church. 9 5 
BUT not to reſt barely on negative Defini- 
tion, it is further neceſſary to our full and per- 
ſpicuous Underſtanding the Senſe of the Canon; 
and fo conſequently, whether our Clergy, as 
——— 8 charg'd; 


— i... 
7 


— — 2 — 


(33). 


charg'd, ftand Excommunicated by it ; to ex- 


amine into the firſt, and/ original Intent, and 


Meaning of it, And this, if an Article of our 
Church may be allow'd explanatory of it, was 
in Oppoſition of the falſe Tenet of the Church 


of Rome, concerning the Pope's Supremacy over 
the Clergy of this Nation; accordingly the 


XXXVIIth Article Words it thus, vis, 


© THE Queen's Majeſty hath the. Chief 
© Power in this Realm af England, and other her 


* Dominions, unto whom the chief Govern- 


ment of all Eftates of this Realm, whether 


they be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, in all Cauſes- 


© doth appertain, and is not, nor ought to be 
© ſubje& to any Foreign Juriſdiction. And af- 


* terwards adds, The Biſhop of. Rome hath no 


* Juriſdiction in this Realm of Exgland. 


T HE Senſe of the Canon then being thus 


compared with the Article, will (I think by 
all) be allow'd to be this; That whoſoever of 
the Clergy, ſhall lay it down as a Doctrine, that 


the Pope, or any other foreign Power hath any 
Supremacy, or Juriſdiction; or, Aﬀert the 
King of this Realm is not Supreme, ec. let him 
be ipſo facto excommunieate, The Caſe being ſta- 
ted in this plain and naked View, our next En- 
quiry is, what our Clergy's Practice is in this 
Particular? A direct, and fair Anſwer to which, 


muſt, I think, entirely determine whether they 


ſtand really culpable of the Heterodoxy, the 


Canon Pronounces Sentence againſt, or no. 


(19). 


AND here I believe, I might be bold to 
ſay, There is not a Clergy-Man this Day in 
England, of the publick eſtabliſh'd Aſſemblies, 
that ever deny d the Doctrine of the King's Su- 
premacy in the Senſe of the Canon, Tis, I 
confeſs, in the uſual Methods of Logic, deem'd 
a ſort of Soleciſm, to attempt to prove a Ne- 
gative, by an eaſy Tranſition therefore we 
ſhall endeavour to put this Diſpute in an Affir- 


mative Dreſs, in order to clear the Clergy from 


the Charge exhibited againſt them. 


IT would be to affront the meaneſt Reader's 
Judgment, to attempt the Proof of his not de- 
ny ing the Doctrine of the King's Supremacy, 
who openly and fully aſſerts it; becauſe this 
were to prove a ſelf-evident Principle. This 
premis d, I directly deny that the Clergy are 
guilty of the Fact mention'd in the Canon, and 
in order to their full Vindication in this Parti- 
cular, thus argue, viz. * 


That Perſon, who aſſerts the Doctrine of 
the King's Supremacy, is ſo far from incurring 
the Penalty, that he obeys the Preceptive Part 
of the Canon ; | . 


BU T the preſent Clergy of the Publick Aſ- 
ſemblies, have all of them, either at their Or- 
dination, or Entrance into any Living, publick- 
ly and openly, aſſerted the Doctrine of the 


\ 


King's Supremacy ; 


* 


C2 THERE» 


(29) _ 
THEREFORE they are ſo far from idcur: 


ring the Penalty that they have, and do obey, 


the preceptiye Part of the Canon. 


THE Major, as we before obſery'd, is 
ſelf-evident ; becauſe he that obeys, can never 


be ſaid to break a Law. 


THE Minor is equally evident, by their 
publickly and ſolemnly giving their Aſſent, 


Conſent, and Subſcription to the XXXIX Ar- 
ticles of Religion of the Church of England; 


one of which, as has been before ſeen, aſſerts 
the Doctrine of the King's Supremacy. _ *' 


"4:00 HE Concluſion, or their Acquittance | 
from the Excommunication of the Canon, 


therefore neceſſarily takes Place, and the 
Charge of it againſt them is entirely fictitious 


and imaginary. 


BUT, were all that might be ſaid with 


Regard to the Fact, entirely paſs'd over; yet 
it is not to be imagin'd, how with Regard to 
us, they can be deem'd excommunicated, by 


Virtue only of a Sentence that lies latent in the 


Canon, without any Declaration of a prope: 
Judge. I will not pretend to diſpute the Vali- 
dity of ſuch a Sentence, with Regard to the 
other World; but as it reſpects the actual Ex- 
communication of the Church in this, I can no 
more conceive how any Perſon can be thought 
to be actually Excommunicate, by Virtue of 
any Sentence of that Kind, againſt him in the 

e Canon, 


, 


( 21.) 

Canon, without a due Execution of that Sen: 
tence by a proper Judge, than I can conceive a 
Man to be actually hang'd, that is really ob- 
noxious to ſuch Sentence in one of our Statutes. 
The being obnoxious to be hang'd, and the 
being actually hang'd, every Body knows are 
Things as diſtinct as Life and Death: And why 
the Caſe is not the ſame in the Inſtance of Ex- 
communication, is very hard to imagine. 


HONE 5 T and Ignorant People may in- 
duſtriouſly amuſe and perplex themſelves with 


Enquiries after the private Diſquiſitions of this 


or that Doctor of the Civil Law ; but, for my 
part, I think one of the Articles of our Church 
to be very full and deciſive, who are ſo Excom- 
municated, as to be ayoided by us. ? 


© That Perſon which by open Denunciation 
© (ſays the XXXIIId Article) of the Church, 
© iS right cut off from the Unity of the Church, 
and Excommunicated, ought to be taken off 
© the whole Multitude of the Faichful, as an 
Heathen and a Publican, until he be openly 
* reconcil'd by Penance, and receiv'd into the 
Church, by a Judge that hath Authority 
* thereunto.”. N 


HERE you ſee plainly this Article deems 
no Perſon excommunicate, but ſuch who hath 
had an open Denunciation of the Sentence a- 
gainſt him. And indeed, the very Scope and 
denſe of the Canon it ſelf, ſeems to ſuggeſt the 
Neceſſity of the Declarative Sentence of a Pro- 
per Judge. For it do's not ſay the Perſon ſo 

| aggreſſing 


: (22) 
aggreſſing is, ipſo facto, Excommunicate , bu 
let him be, ipſo facto, Excommunicate ; wher 
the Deciſion of the Canon cannot be underſtool 
excluſive of the Sentence of the Judge, but o 
ly as directive of the Sentence of the Judge him 
ſelf, without that Diſcretionary Power, which 
in other Caſes where the Canon is not fo full 
and Peremptory is lodg'd in the Judge 
This, I think, muſt appear to all who coolh 
weigh the Matter, and are not too much in 
preſsd with a Deſire, and Fondneſs of paſlinf 
Sentence. F 1 


NOR do's the Nature and Reaſon of th 
Thing leſs render this neceſſary; becauſe or 
the Sentence immediately taking place on thi 
Commiſion of the, Fact, all that Enquiry inte 
the Contumacy, Ignorance, or Penitence of 
the Delinquent is excluded, which furely ought 
in the Nature and Juſtice pf the Thing to pre c 
cede the Final Sentence, and muſt be allow 3 
exceedingly co vary even the Sentence it ſelf, og 


BESIDES, as it is declard by the Article 
highly Neceſſary the whole Multitude of Be- 
lie vers ſhould avoid any Perfon thus Excommu: 
nicate; ſo it is not eaſy to conceive how they 
can be ſufficiently appriz'd of his really being] 
ſo, without their being warn'd of it, by the 
open and declarative Sentence of a Proper 
Judge, [I „ 


SO that, upon the Whole, the Charge of 
Excommunication ſeems wholly owing to a 
too hafly and precipitate Examination, both 1 | 

| | che iN 


gall | \ 


} 


(23) : 

Ine Matter and Senſe of the Canon, and has no- 

cher Foundation than what Heat and Paſſion 
ave inadvertently laid. — T 


THE Matter of our Worſhip, and the Miſ- 
Won of our Prieſthood then ſtill ſtanding the 
me, ( at leaſt fo far as concerns the Laity) 
Ind nothing that has happen'd ſince this late 
nhappy Diviſion, having made any Eſſential 
Wiceration : The Schiſm : commenc'd appears 
Wot to be founded in any Real, or Eſſential Dif- 
rence, either of the Matter of Worſhip, or 
ion of the Prieſthood ; Conſequently can- 


Y „er be denominated the ſame Species, or Kind 
1 0 f Schiſm, which en either by 


adab and Abilu, and Corab, Dathan, and Abi. _— 


THE Third Inſtance of Schifm in the Cafe ll 
f the Samaritans, which related to the Diffe- 
ent Objects of Worſhip, will not, I think, be 
Tharg'd on either fide ; and therefore it ſeems 
eedleſs in the prefent Controverſy to fay any 
f that kind. Our next Enquiry'then naturally 
eads us to examine, what Sort or Species of 
xchiſm, the preſent Diviſion between Us and the 


ticle 
Be: 
umu 


br Non Jurors may be denominated ; which is 
„the lat we come now to conſider. 
oper AND this our Buſineſs next is to prove, what 


In the beginning of theſe Papers was call'd an 
e of eidental Schiſm. An unhappy Difference that 
to ales in the Church, not by any thing that is 
th of Neal and Eſſential, diſputed between the Con- 
che Pending Parties, but only form d by — 
198 _ | bee. An 


— 
and Miſtake, and exaggerated by Heat and 
Paſſion. ö 85 5 


THE Poſſibility of ſomething of this Na- 
ture happening; all the Miftakes and Miſun- 
derſtandings that Commence into Animoſities, 
and often very fatal Quarrels ſadly prove true 
by that moſt irreſiſtable of all Arguments Expe- 
rience. Ignorance and Miſtake all muſt allow, 
have often prov'd as fatal in their Conſequences, 
as the moſt Eſſential and Important Differences. 
The bare Imagination of Injuries has frequently 
produc'd the fame Violence and Outrage, as 
when their Reality have been never ſo open 
and flagrant; nor is the Peace of the Church 


leſs ſubje to ſubje to ſuch unhappy Miſcar- 


riages, than that of Civil Society. A too haſty 
and intemperate Zeal for one thing, and not 
duely weighing the Reaſon and Nature of 
Things, eafily plunges Men inſenſibly into un- 
warrantable Heat and Fury againſt others that 
do not at all concern the Queſtion. The warm, 
and perhaps very honeſt Zeal of ſeveral of the 
Church of Corinth, made them imagin they 
could not / ſufficiently expreſs their Love to 
St. Paul, without they oppos'd, and preferr'd 
him to Apollos, or Cephas ; And I believe, upon 
due Reflection twill be found, the Church of 
England in our late unhappy Controverſy, too 


nearly copies the injudicious Temper of thoſe 


unwary, and inconſiderate People. 


1 may perhaps be rather to be wiſtrd, and 
pray d for, than expected at this Time, that 


Chriſtians, and Members of the ſame Commu- 


nion, 
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3 . | 
nion, ſhould be all of one Mind, in every parti- 
cular : But this one wouid reaſonably hope, that 
Differences ſhould not be extended further than 
they really need. My Diſſent from ſome things 
in the State, ought not ſurely to affect the 


Church; eſpecially when it has been Contend- 


ed, ( and as I think very juſtly too ) they are 
independant of each other. However, they 
may ſeem tack'd together by ſome ; yet as they 
are not ſo neceſſarily to us (I ſpeak to Lay- 
Men,) nothing of that kind can be a Reaſon 
for Diviſion, The very Nature and Form of 
the Church-Service (as Dr. Bennet obſerves ) 
will help us in this particular, and the Collects 
having each of them their diſtin& Amen; ſo ic 
were ſuſpended with Decency, and becoming 
Modeſty, which ſurely the Place requires, Of- 
fences would be bury'd, I believe, on all Sides. 
Such Mental Reſerves as theſe were Conſcience 
truly is prepoſſesd, cannot be juſtly condemn d 
by any; and if I am not very much miſinform'd, 
ſomething of this Nature muſt be done, even 
in the Private Aſſemblies, where the Words 
made uſe of, are entirely undeterminate ; and 
muſt therefore be particular only in the Mind 
of the Supplicant. I would not in the leaſt be 
thought to encourage either Faction or Hypo- 
eriſy; for as I am willing to hope the Doubt 
may be real and ſincere in ſome ;, ſo tis impoſ- 
ſible, when tis conſider'd who is ſpoke to, to 
deceive the other; all as I would contend for 
is, that we ſhould take the Advice of an Apoſtle, 
and whereunto we bave already attain'd, walk by 
the [ame Rule, and mind the ſens Thing. They in 
| COT On : think 
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Vid. The Caſe of the Regale. Writ by Mr. Leſly. 


(26 ). ee 
think the Joining the Prayer of St. Chryſoffom; 
implies in it à full Conſent to all the reſt, ſeem 
not to conſider the very Words of the Collect 
itſelf carry a Reſerve in them, and we only 
deſire ſuch Petitions may be granted, as are 
, R324 


2 £8 
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Ws 54 2 : N 77 ps bot yes” 
IAM very far from cd urig to in- 
ſinuate, that any Man ought to act a againſt the 


* 


full Perſuaſion of -his own Mind; no, undoub- 
tedly whatſoever is not of. Faith, ii Sin; but then L. 
would have it remember'd withal; there may be 
a Zenl without Knowledge, The Word Moderation, 
I know of late has been baſely abuſed ; but un- 
. doubtedly there is A Senſe of it that ſpeaks it a. 
Virtue ; had there been no Charms in it, lo 
Uſe had been made of it to conceal fuch vile 
Deformitics ; let our Enemies then talk of, 
whilſt we practiſe it; and ſo well conſider things 
in their ſimple, and naked View, as to fear no- 
thing but Sin, and form our "Notion of that, - 
not from Fancy; and Humour, but the certain 
and unerring Determinations of the Law of. 
God. Theſe muſt, and will undoubtedly aſſuure 
us, that nothing poſſibly can be a Sin to us, that 
neither our Hearts nor our Tongues conſent 
to ; and fince this may be the Caſe of every 
Lay-Non- juror in Eagland, even in our Publick 
Aſſemblies, what can hinder his coming unto 
them, and thereby put an End to this needleſs 


o . 
W . 0 » 
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THE Y that think their Appearance with 
thoſe, who are in their Judgment Criminal, 
both in Heart and Tongue, makes them Par- 


takers 
A \ | , Y 


0 „ 
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takers in the Guilt; and mention that Text 


which bids us have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful 


Works of Darkneſs, but rather reprove them to back 


this Notion, ſeem not to diſtinguiſh between 


Perſons, and Things, nor well to conſider, 
that "tis not the Workers, but Works of Darkneſs, 
we are to fly and avoid. Our Bleſſed Lord has 
fully aſſur'd us, that Nothing from without, but 


only what comes * within de files the Man; and 


had it not been ſo, his own ſpotleſs Innocence 


itſelf, had been ſully'd by converſing with Pub- 


licans and Sinners, Such is the Mixture of Tares 


with the Wheat, that tis impoſſible wholly to, 


ſeparate them till the general Harveſt: Let not 
then any Doubts of this Kind at all affect us; 
for we may depend on it, if- all is pure and un- 


defil d within, nothing from without can at all 


poſſibly polute us. The Son ſhall nat bear the Ini- 
quity of the Father, neither ſhall the Father bear tbe 
Iniquity of the Son; but the Soul u hat ſinnetb, that alone 
t VJ | 


IAM very ſorry, notwithſtanding all this, 
and a great deal more that might be laid, even 
on the Principles of the Non jurors themſelves, 
to find our Publick Aſſemblies charg'd by them, 
with being (like the Church of Rome) f Corrupt 
in its Doctrine, Worſhip, and Miniſtry : Such Words 
muſt ſeem very ſtrange to all that coniider, that 


neither the Doctrine, Worſhip, nor Miniſtry, 
s in the leaſt Particular alter'd from what it was. 


It muſt be our own Faults, if any of the Prayers 
prove unrighteous Prayers : If they are put up, 
| e „„ indeed 


+ Vid. Conſtitut ion of the Cathalick Church. 
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(28) 


indeed to Heaven, with Purpoſes of Wicked- 
neſs, and a real Contempt of God and his Laws, 


they may indeed commence ſo to us. Our 


Compliance, or Conſent to any ſuch Applica- 
tions as we think unjuſt, may indeed render 
them highly Criminal; for if owr Hearts condemn 
us, God is greater than our Hearts : But as ſuch a 
Compliance, or Conſent, is not neceſſary to our 
being preſent, as ſurely is not the Caſe in the 
Church of Rome; it muſt be unwarrantable 
Warmth, and Paſſion alone, that can produce 
ſuch harſh Expreflions. If our Doctrines are 
corrupt, they were always ſo; for they ſtill 
ſtand as the holy Martyrs in Queen Mary's 
Reign deliver'd them; no new Articles are 
obtruded on the Conſent of either Clergy or 
Laity. If theſe indeed are receded from, or 
baſely given up, let them anſwer for it that are 
Guilty: The Fault, I am ſure is entirely Per- 
ſonal, and can never affect them who abhor 


any Thing of that Nature. As there neither is, Wi 
nor hath been, any thing added, that need ne- 
ceſſarily to affect us; ſo it cannot ſurely be 


pretended any thing is omitted Eſſential to 
the Divine Inſtitution, as is the Chalice in the 
Church of Rewe. Nor can our Miniſtry, as a 
Miniſtry, be ſaid in the leaſt to be alter d: The 


three Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, {till | 


ſtand aflerted and maintain d; and however 
warmly it may be urg d to the contrary, it muſt 
be inſiſted on, no perſonal Actions can affect 


their Miſſion, either ſingly done by any one 


Perſon, or concurrd in by never ſuch a 
Number, Ee x | 


AND 


AND as their Miffion in the general, con- 


tinues eſſentially the ſame as ever, ſo it equally 
is inſiſted on; their Adminiſtrations ſtill remain 
the ſame, notwirhſtanding any late providential 
Alteration of the Perſons. It will, not I think, 
be pretended Poſſeſſion makes a Right; nor 
that the Character of a Biſhop is reſolv'd into 
any particular See; becauſe this were to turn 
the very Office of a Biſhop into a ſort of Loca- 
lity ; and ſo as twere, conclude where there is 


no Dioceſs, there can be no Biſhop: But as their 


Order is fix d, and unalterable by divine Inſti- 
tution; ſo the particular Place of their Preſiding 
is entirely uncertain, and providential, and de- 


termin d only by the particular, and ſeveral Ex- 


igences of the Church. The Remove therefore 
of any particular Biſhops from the Dioceſs, to 
which I belong, can't make any Alteration to 
me, -who live in that Dioceſs. nor oblige me 


in the leaſt to follow him in ſuch a Remove; 
for tho I am very ready to own nothing ought __ 
to diſlolve the Relation between a Biſhop and 
his Flock; yet I cannot think that Relation 


determin'd any otherwiſe than providentially to 
any particular Perſon ; So that another, who 
appears to me in the ſame Quality, may bear 
the ſame Relation. 4 


THES TI believe will not be diſputed in the 
Caſe of regular Tranſlations ; nor will it at all 
be diſputed, that a Dioceſs ought to pay all 
ſpiritual Obedience to ſuch Biſhop as ſhall ap- 
pear among them, after their Prior B:ſhop's 2 
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the barely transferring my Obedience from one 


kind that can in the Reaſon of the Thing affect 


might be ſaid to be concern'd -in the Depriva-| 


People; but it muſt be inſiſted on as an unex- 


e £ 
flation to ſome other See; in ſuch a Caſe the Wor! 
Relation of the Prior Biſhop ceaſes, and that of 
his Succeſſor takes place; This being granted, ll 


Bifhop to another, can on no Account be deem d 
a Fault; nor ſuch a leaving the Perſonal Com- 
munion of my Prior Biſhop in the leaſt beunder- 
ttood a making a Rent, or Schiſm. 


OUR next Enquiry then is, Whether there 
was any thing in the Caſe of the Depriv'd Biſhops IM"! 
of that Nature, as to diffolve the Relation be. Vit 
tween thoſe that ſucceeded them, and their ſe- 
veral Diſtricts; and if nothing appears of this 


us, the whole of this Controverſy receives its 
Period, and we have'no further Occaſion to per- 


plex our ſelves and others about it 
AND firſt, let us conſider how far the Laity 


tion of the late Biſhops. I will not diſpute 
whether the Deprivation were Juſt or Unjuſt; 
becauſe he that is not at all concern'd in an 
Action, has nothing of that kind to anſwer for, 
Our Modern angry Caſuiſts may diſtract and 
confound the Minds of ignorant and fearful 


ceptionable Rule, That, that Action which neitber 
my Hand bas done, nor my Heart conſented to; let it 
be never ſo wicked or unjuſt, I am not to be charg d 
ih it, Tis impoſſible for me to be guilty of 
any Sin that I do not concur in, and a contrary 
Nction is enough to confound and ay" * 

| Orld. 
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the [World. There can be therefore no Difficulty 
of ito any Non Juror in this; becauſe as all the 
ed, World knows he was not outwardly concern'd 
one in any thing of this Nature; fo neither can his 
mu un Conſcience upbraid him with even Tacit 
\m- Nonſent. DE. el 
ler- 


AS our being entirely unconcern'd in the 
Deprivation makes us no ways Criminal, how 
1ere njuſt ſoever that Deprivation were; neither 
hops ill the fubſequent Biſhops, being in Concert 
be. Frith that unjuſt Power that made ſuch Depri- 
- ſe. ation at all affect me. For every thing that 


this an poſſibly happen of this Nature being en- 
fear Perſonal ; ſo his Milfion be good, I think | 
its {elf oblig'd to pay him Obedience, as one 


hom the Providence of God has ſet over me 
s my Church-Governor ; and whatever Con- 
ern I may have for the Perſonal Misfortunes 


per- 


hold my ſelf {till poſſeſs'd. of the fame Federal 
rivileges of the Goſpel, becauſe they are not 
etermimd to the Perfons, but their Office, 


I MU'ST own when A Competition of this : 
ature happens, it is very unhappy; and as an 
gene, T would be the laſt Perſon thar ſhould | 
ule it: However, as long as I can have the 
e Miniftration of the Word and” Sacraments 
let i ithout my Prior, and perhaps, Morally ſpeak- 
barg a> moſt Rightful Bifhoy, I fit down content 
ty of at I cati'waſh my Hands of all that has been 
trary ne amiſs 3" and bleſs God, amidft fo much 


x the Norruption, I can ſtilł enjoy his Ordinances 


/orld. pure 
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f my Firſt Biſhop, or Blemifhes of my Second. 
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11. 

ure and undefi'd. Of all things, I dare not di- poſſi 
Rurb the Peace of the Church about it; and II met] 
am very ſure, as long as Communion is Lawtul I us ſc 
in me, any the leaſt Tendency to Separation, I ſince 


muſt be a great and heinous Sin. a 17 
I AM very free to own I have learn'd from I ſleer 
St. Ignatius, That without @ Biſhop there # no Church : 
And therefore a Separation from the Order in I 
general, muſt certainly be a Sin of that Nature, ſſſthei; 
as to exclude the Delinquent, the Pale of theMWOb1; 
Viſible Church : But as by the Original and 
Divine Patent, ſeveral Perſons were equally B 
Commiſſion d to Officiate, under this Great andMthey 
Venerable Character; After I am fully ſatisfy d, MOrd: 
by ſufficient and authentick Credentials of the from 
Reality of the Miſſion, I think my ſelf. oblig'd then 
to ſubmit to that Perſon, whom the Providence Inatit 
of God ſhall ſet over me. TS. 77 
of it 


THUS have I fairly ſtated the Caſe of aYAſſe 
Competition of Biſhops, and diſſembl'd: nothing Iceſſi 
as I know that is offerd on that Head. I muſt MBiſh 
now further obſerve, That as the Dioceſs of MClai 
London, and ſeveral others, never was the Scene Wlors ; 
of ſuch a Diſpute ; ſo now, in Fact, it entirely but. 
_ ceaſes every-where elle ; and the plain Reaſon Wat a 
of this is, becauſe all the Biſhops that were de- 
priv'd are now actually, I hope, and am apt to I 
believe, in Heaven. The exemplary Zeal they Walon; 
ſhew'd againſt Extremes of all Sides mult fetch ther: 
this from their bittereft Enemies, and the parti- ſcan | 
cular Love and Reverence I have conceiy'd' of Wthat | 
their Memory from what the Hiſtory of thoſe 

8 unhappy 


(33) 
„Junbappy Times relate, made the Omiſſion im- 
di- poſſible to me. They then are i» Peace, and 
1d I methinks the bare Mention of them ſhould make 
ful I us fo too: Let us then ceaſe all further Diviſion, 
on, ſince now we can no longer quarrel on their 
Account. We have no Prior Biſhops now to 
I follow, that is, a Controverſy that ſurely muſt 
rom ſleep with them. 


r in I K NOW in Anſwer to this, 'tis ſuggeſted 
ure, ¶ their Succeſſors are ftill alive; and therefore the 
the Obligation ſtill remains the ſame. 


ally BUT in Anſwer to this, whatever Power 
andſhthey might have to enter others into the ſame 
d, Orders with themſelves; yet it don't follow 
theEfrom thence, they muſt Neceſſarily ſucceed 
them in the ſame Sees: Such a Right of Nomi- 
nating their Succeſſors, was what I never heard 
contended for ; and ſhould it now, the Novelty 
of it would require ſomething befides poſitive 
Aſſertion to back it. As to any Right of Suc- 
| ceſſion, I think I may be very ſure, the preſenc 
nult Biſnops that poſſeſs their Sees, have as good 4 
s ot Claim as any that call themſelves their Succeſ- 
zene Wlors ; and therefore if nothing can be alledg'd, 

rely but that it is high time this Controverſy were 

at an End. EN is 


IT will eaſily be perceiv'd I have argn'd all 
along on the Non. jurors own Principles; and 
therefore, that nothing may be diſſembl'd that 
artt- can poſſibly be offer d, it may be further inſiſted 
d\of chat the Right of Nomination is lodg d in * 

E 8 an 
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Thoughts of Biſhops, than the circling Splen. 
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and therefore the preſent Biſhop's*entring' theſ and 
Dioceſſes of the deceas'd Biſhops is an' obtruding]f onh 


themſelves therein without a due Nomination. I Pal 


- BUT to this it muſt be obſerv'd,” that the Pap 


Right of the Regale in fuch Nominations, has 
been given up many Years ago, by Mr. Lefly 
himſelf: And IJ muſt acknowledge, were. his 
Reaſons given for this, well conſider'd, and the 


Church thereupon granted her inherent and ori: 


ginal Right, the Glory of God, and Good 0 
his Church would probably more take up the 


dours of exalted Purple, and mean Arts of 9 
fawning Court. This admitted, ſurely were 
the Right of Nomination plac'd in the elective 
Voice of the Majority of the Biſhops, or the 
Dean and his Presbyters, as 'tis faid it was in the 
Primitive Church; the Non-Jurors, I believe 
muſt allow, they would of courſe be exceeding 
ly diftanc'd, and the Right of our Preſent Biſhops 
on that Foot, beyond all poſſible Diſpute. 


THUS have I run through every Thing, 
which the Unhappineſs of Miftake, and the 
Confuſion of Times, have made Difficulties in 
this our unhappy inbred Feud ; in which I hop 
it appears nothing has ſo far efſentially-aFeRec 
the Lay Communion of the Church of England, 
as to render it in any one Inſtance neceſlarily 
different to us, from what it was before the Di. 
viſion .commenc'd. The natural Concluſion 
then muſt neceſſarily be this, That the Nature 
ef the Difference between the publick and pri 
vate Aſlemblies, does not conſiſt in an effenris 

\ | | all 


hs n 
g the and ſubftantial Difference of Things; but js 
udingſ only a Diviſion! through mutual Miſfake- and 
tion, | Paſſion, conſequently Can only be properly de- 
I nominated, what in the Beginning of theſe 
Papers, we calld an Accident al Scbim. 


BUT however inconſiderable, and ſuch as 
do not necefiarily concern us, our Differences 
may be; yet we ſee by ſad Experience, they 


in Pieces a Church, the moſt pure and ortho- 
dox in the World. The many Wounds ſhe; now 
lies bleeding with, from Papiſts on one. Hand, 


ſurely move all her real Lovers, and Fiieads to 
unite againſt theſe our Common Enemies, As 
lhe is thus beſieg'd on all Sides, certainly it is 
highly neceſſary ſhe ſhould be 4 City at Unity in 
berſelf. At this Time eſpecially nothing ought 
to divide us; but to dreſs up Spectres in our 
own: Imagination, and fright our ſelves and 
others with them, muſt be the laſt Degree, of 
Madneſs, I would willingly.mention neither 

we have madly given each other, as it were in 

the Dark, call loudly for Balm to heal, and not 
Controſives to inflame. The hard and raſh 

Words have been mutually given, ought not to 

be ſo much as mention d; no! as we are all 

Lovers of the ſame Churcb, let not our Enemies 
have the Pleaſure of ſeeing us quarrel with one 
another. Not only the Chief Prieſts, the ſubtle 
Sophiſts of the Church of Rome, but the ney 
Rabble of Fury and Fanaticiſm will, and do C 
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are made of ſufficient Force to hreak, and tear 


and; Sectariſts, and Infidels on the other, ſhould 


Side to blame in this Particular; the Wounds 


| this in our Teeth, As there is really Nothing that 
ought. neither let any Thing be able, to make 


Beauty of Holineſs, ſtill ſtand the fame; and 
and Reverence for her, is the ſame as ever, let 


Malice of her Enemies. 


the little Picques of either Side, that this ad- 


wound her, and ſtab her in the moſt tender and 


wer 
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a Diviſion among us; and ſince for the moſt 
Part we are of one Mind, let there not be fo 
much as a ſeeming Diviſion among us. What- 
ever have beer the Turns, and Revolutions in 
the State, the Church ſtill ſtands the fame as 
ever: Her Doctrine, her Miſſion, her Worſhip, 
her Terms of Communion, her every other 


ſince we all declare and profeſs our juſt Love, 


us unite like an Army with Banners, and again re- 
vive the Joy of her Friends, and diſappoint the 


THERE needs not ſure the Arts of Lan- 
guage to perſuade, where the Neceſſity of 
Things ſo much enforce. Tis not to gratify 


dreſſes you; no! tis not for Perſons, but Things 
alone I plead. The Church is what we all ſay 
we love, Love as 6ur own Flſh ; why then will 
we thus divide her? No Mas wounds bis own 
Fleſh, but nouriſhes and cheriſhes it; and yet we 


delicate Part, when we thus tear and diſtract 

her in her Members. When Atheiſm and Infi- 

delity ſtare us in the Faces; when Enthuſiaſm 

and Schiſm triumph over us, as if they dragg'd 

BA their Chariot Wheel; when Superſtition and 

Idolatry ſmile in their lurking Holes, to ſee us 
orking our own Ruin, ſure tis high time to 
think our ſelyes, and ad like Men. Men! 
| who 


+.  Þ 3 
at who have a Senſe both. of our Danger and 
Folly? 1 F 


LOOK, look about you, honeſt Church- 
Man, and you'll ſoon find properer Objects for 
your Zeal and Reſentments, than you can poſ- 
ſibly find in your own Mothers Son. Never did 
any People want another Moſes to arbitrate the 
Differences between Brethren, more than we. 
Is it a Time now, when all that's Dear and Sa- 
cred, ſeems to lie at Stake, to quarrel among 
our ſelves about Nothing ? Are not the greateſt 
and moſt important Articles of our Faith, open- 
ly and daily attack d, and blaſphem'd? Do not 
ſour Modern Wits, and Free-Thinkers, directly 
argue in the old Strain of their Fore-Runners, 
in the Book of Wiſdem? Our Life 5s: ſhort and te- 
dious, and in the Death of à Man there is no Remedy; 


ify Neither was there any Man known to return from the 
ad- Grave; For we were all born at Adventure, and we: 
ugs hill be bereafter as tho' we had never been; For the 
lay Wreath of our Noſtrili is as Smoak, and a little Spark 
vill Proving in the Heart; which being extinguiſh'd, our 
nun 


Body ſhall be turn d into Aſhes, and our Spirit ſhall 


we aniſh as the ſoft Air: And having thus baniſſid 
and rom his Breaſt, all the firſt Principles of Rea- 
tract Won and Religion, he after tries the Reality, 
nfi- Ind Sincerety of the Good Man. And adds, Let 


examine bim with deſpitefulneſs, and Torture, that 
e may know his Meekneſs, and prove bis Patience; 


1d Wet wicondemn bim with a ſhamefui Death; for by bis 
e us n Saying, be ſhall be reſpected. Wiſdom Chap. 2. 
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* THESE. are the Men you are chiefly to mark tir 
and avoid: You will find them almoſt in every m. 
Corner of your Streets; and altho' the almoſt}7/ 
infinite Varieties of their Dreſs will naturally Juc 
perplex your firſt View, yet a very little Expe- - 
rience will inable you to ſee through all their 


| Difguiſes, and fruſtrate their Arts of Deceit. 
2 Sometimes you'll find them all Wit and Pleaſan- 
| try, at others all Rant and Enthuſiaſm 3 One 
while in the gaudy Cloaths of Superſtition and 
Pageantry, another in the flovenly Garb of II! 
Manners, and Indecency ;: Sometimes uſing the 
ſoft Words of Moderation, and Temper ; at e 
-thers the Bitter ones of Rage, and Cruelty : in 
; all Poſtures, in all Shapes, aiming and leyelling 
1 at the Breaſt of our Holy Mother, and endes 
8 vouring either by open Violence, or ſecre 

:Treachery; to trample her under their Feet. 
THESE are the Enemies, theſe the Achan 
'that trouble Iſrael; And will ye alſo go amay, ani 
leave us alone, to ſtruggle with them? Is this: 
Time ſullenly to retire, and not ſtrengthen ou 
Hearts and Hands againſt theſe bold Rab HEIL 
:I urge you to joyn with us in nothing that yo 
-think to be finful, but {tall come and joyn Wit 
us in that Worſhip you your ſelves have alway 
_allow'd to be the Beauty of Holineſs. We han 
many, I ſpeak it almoſt with a Groan that joy. 
our Aflemblies, who are both Enemies to ou 
Church, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Wretcht 
who bend their whole Studies how to betray 
and murder her; And can you, you that alwa) 
faid you lov'd her, deſert her at a Time 2 
= 5 thö 
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ſeen;s almoſt ready to periſh. 


„ pou to offer up rbe frange Fire of idle Rhap 
F qi ies, and Extempore Nonſenſe, you might juſtly 

fly my Importunities. But this is far, very far 
from my Deſire: Of theſe I can ſincerely ſay 


Wa with you, O my Soul, come not thou into their Se- 
Ain ercts ; to their Aſſemblies mine Honour be not thou 


ite! No, what I beg of you is, to joyn in 
the Service of the Church of Erglaxd. A Church? 


-* led in the Blood of her Martyrs. A Church! 


and Engliſ Phanaticiſm, as is a Keaſonable Service 
from the Sacrifice of Fools. e 


N ih FAR be it from me to make the Eaſe and 


is not needleſly to be broken, neither ought we 
Munneceſſarily to plunge our ſelves into Iempo- 
nl Afflictions. Tho' no Man more earneſtly 
wiſhes Conſcience might ever be free to its 


ſome ill-grounded Scruples more obnoxious to 
iche Civil Power than others; let not Humoue 
thi and 


this! Can Paſſion, or Perſonal Reſentment, only 
make you ſo forget yourſelf | Come, Come and 
cry mightily with us to God to avert his impending, 


Judgments ; and the Bleſſing of that Church be upow 
jou, who, through the Multitude of her Sorrows, 


Ce. DIDI preſs you to joyn the Aſſemblies of | 
O Lay, and Sacrilegious Uſurpers; did intreat 
ne 8 2 


ſecreſlike that of the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, found- | 
as much diſtinguiſh'd from Romiſh Superſtition, 


WQuiet of this World any Motive co Conſcience ; 
but, moſt certainly, as the Peace of the Church 


Wovn Determinations ; yet when ſuch are the 
Nature and Diſpoſition of Things, as to render 
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and Fancy only make us imagin our ſelves Cons 
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feſſors. Folly, voluntary Folly I mean is a Sin; Ne 


and our Bleſſed Lord himſelf allows' the Wiſdom: 
of the Serpent, if we retain the Innocence of the Dove. 


Believe me, if Perſonal Affection could have 
| biaſs'd me in this Controverſy, theſe Papers had 


never ſeen the Publick: The Non-Jurors are 


ſeveral of them ſuch whom I Perfonally love 
and value; and the moſt Partial, I think, muſt 
own the whole Tendency of this Diſcourſe, is 
alone a Proof of this : But, alas! this Contro- 
verſy is extended beyond Perſons, and what I 
think the very Church it {elf ſeems to ſtand im- 
peach'd by. EE ALOE 


I EARNESTLY deſire therefore, what has 
been offer'd may be conſider'd entirely abſtract- 
ed from ſuch Conſiderations: And as I would 
not have others, I ſincerely promiſe, I will en- 


deavour my ſelf not to be againft Reaſon. I 


muſt own, I have much more Freedom and 


Liberty-on my Side the Queſtion, than is on 


theirs: Yet I can't but think, in the View I 
have plac'd the Controverſy, it may entirely 
appear, without Offence, on either ſide. I have 


nor, I am ſure, conſider'd Perſons, but Things; 


and if God Almighty is pleas'd to Blefs the poor 
Mite I have offer'd for our Churches Peace, 1 
have my End and Reward. - 


I WOULD only add this, That neither 
any imagin d, or real Senſe of Injuries, ought 
to be put in the Ballance in this Diſpute. - Let 


it be the Principle of our Enemies only to aſſert Pai 


Neceſſary 


* 
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Neceſſauy Duties are 


Reciprocal; and when I 
Obligations are broke on one Side, they ne- j 
Iceſſarily ceaſe on the other. The Doctrine f | 
ve EReprizal is fit only for them to mention, who | 
ad have talk'd ſo much of Self-defence, that they - 
have null'd 'all the Doctrines ot the Croſs. 


ve Whatever the Perſons may be that ſpeak, Truth 
uſt s Truth, and Reaſon is Reaſon, and are qua- 
, is Wities that derive not their Eſſence from the 


tro-Ppeaker, or Writer, but their own Force and 
im- | | | . 
THINK not I would infinuate it in the 
- Weaſlt to be Charity to flatter the Sins of the 
has Wreat, or daub over the Deformities of the Er- 
ract- Wors of the Many: No, moſt certainly, tho' the 
duld yorſt of Perſons, even thoſe that deſpitefully uſe 
en- Ind perſecute us, require our Candour; and even 


e Good. Nature of our Prayers : Let Things 


and Nught ſtill to have their Proper Names, and no 

s on Tonſiderations ought to void the Diſtinctions of 

w I Pood and Evil: A Whited Sepulebre, is a Sepul- 

irely Wire ſtill, how fair and beautiful ſoever it may 

have ppear to the Eye; and the Devil is not leſs a 

ings; evil, tho he ſhould appear in the Form of an 
Inge! of Ligbt. 5 


WHEN intreat you therefore to avoid all 
"ger and Reſentment, I mean not againſt 


either hings, but Perſons. Do but once abſtract 
ought e Sin from the Sinner, and then be as Angry 

. Lec IF You will: But when our Zeal Tranſports us 
aſſert NPainſt Perſons, we burn with Revenge, and 


eflary not 
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